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of the Xile valley, while the western seaboard strongly
resembles that of the Morea. Owing to their abundant
moisture the northern shores possess a magnificent forest
vegetation, including the oak, beech, box, ash, plane, and
other leafy trees. Here we meet with dense groves of
the walnut, quince, mulberry, pomegranate, peach, apricot,
plum, and cherry, while the valleys of the Kizil-Irmak,
Sakaria, and other streams, afford excellent pasturage.
Storax and other plants yielding valuable resins flourish
on the Karamanian coast, whose flora resembles that of
the shores of Syria.

In the Taurus grow several forest trees, especially
of the coniferous order. But thousands of stately pines
are yearly destroyed by fire, which is recklessly applied
to them in order to stimulate the yield of turpentine.
In Adana the sugar-cane grows well, but does not ripen
sufficiently to cause the sap to crystallise. 'Large quan-
tities of excellent grapes, olives, and figs are produced
in the southern valleys, while the flora in many parts
of the west and south rivals that of Spain and Sicily in
splendour and luxuriance. In these respects a striking
contrast is presented by the bleak upland plateaux of
the interior, which produce little more than a stunted
growth of brushwood, some saline plants, wormwood,
wild sage, a few species of ferns, and in some districts
nothing but two kinds of bramble. Amongst the
cereals there is a species of bearded wheat; but oats
are little cultivated, and barley is used as fodder for
horses and other animals. The seeds of a species of
thistle (Gundelia, Tonrnefortia), which abounds on the
Taurus slopes, yield a beverage which forms an excel-
lent substitute for coffee, " a little brighter in colour, a
little more bitter and aromatic in taste, but practically
the same. It grows also in large quantities in Afghan-
istan " (Bent).